The thymus is relevant in the migration of mature lymphocytes.
The thymus is a primary lymphoid organ where T lymphocyte proliferation and selection takes place. The different subsets of lymphocytes leave the thymus as recent thymic emigrants. Peripheral dendritic cells migrate to the thymus. In addition to the homing of hematopoietic progenitor cells to the thymus, there is evidence for lymphocyte entry from peripheral lymphoid tissues mainly into the medulla. The entry sites are the venules in the medullary part near to the cortex with a higher endothelium. Furthermore, there are also B lymphocytes in the thymus. The thymus is not only a primary lymphoid organ but is well integrated in lymphocyte traffic as shown in several different species.